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Richard Gunton’s love of the natural world led him to the place he 	nds himself today – acclaimed 
sculptor. He asks, “What can I as an aspiring sculptor create today that will set me apart from the 
ordinary, feed my soul and give me the joy I seek?” This is his story

Sculpting The 
Natural World 
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Father of Creation:

A challenging commission from a 

client to portray her beliefs in an image, 

re�ective of teachings in all faiths as to 

who we are, who we should be or should 

aspire to be and the path humankind 

was meant to follow. An image of a 

spiritual being intended to encompass 

all spiritual beliefs with their foundation 

in the love and care of creation as a 

whole. Father of Creation encompasses 

the elements of nature and life, namely 

earth, wind, �re, water and the ether 

and the role that those elements play 

in our lives. This sculpture was intended 

for all to view and draw from it that 

which means most to them based on 

their belief, understanding and place in 

the world.

He is portrayed as a young 

man, smiling with empathy, love 

and compassion, young at heart. My 

intention was for each viewer who 

looks upon him to interpret all aspects 

within their chosen spiritual belief, to 

draw energy from what is interpreted 

and to perhaps bring about change in 

the hearts of those who do not share a 

love and appreciation for creation, for 

without it, we would not exist.
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“The greater danger for most of us lies not in setting our aim 
too high and falling short, but in setting our aim too low, and 
achieving our mark.” ~ Michelangelo

My love of nature and beauty of the natural world started at an 
early age where I was drawn to the inner being of plants and animals 
and a perceived relationship that transcended the norm. I was born 
in a small town called Humansdorp in the Eastern Cape, growing 
up barefoot on gravel roads, jumping steam train carriages, moving 
a few times, relocating to Windhoek, Namibia and �nally Cape Town 
in the Western Cape. The love of travelling and seeing natural places 
especially of artistic signi�cance has always drawn me.

Residing in the Noordhoek valley where sun meets sand, always 
close to the ocean, a scenic area of the Cape Peninsula allows me to be 
in touch with what matters, the environment. I always found creativity 
to be part of my soul, deriving great pleasure in creating something out 
of nothing, hence my parallel career as a horticulturist and landscape 
designer – I never try to improve on nature but rather to emulate it. 

I have always been drawn to the great works of grand masters in 

classical sculpture, and have a deep love for speci�cally Michelangelo’s 
work. I clearly remember the impact his work had on me and the 
emotional connection I had which has remained with me. I realised  how 
remarkably talented these people were to create works out of marble in 
perfect proportion and perspective. It is so much easier working in clay as 
all mistakes are quickly remedied. I needed to try, a novice with the heart 
of a grand master, and systematically tried to �nd my own way, �nding 
3-dimension out of a 2-dimensional reference quite easy to visualise. I am 
very drawn to the classical style with my own sculptural detail, as I �nd 
that this never really dates. No matter how many decades pass, classical 
style work always remains attractive. 

Great pleasure is derived from creating sculptures and being 
blessed by a client who shares the passion I had in creating it. Being 
self-taught, utilising my acute and analytical ability to see detail, 
looking beyond the obvious, I start with the basic shape until all 
proportion is correct. As a landscaper, the texture of calloused hands 
a�ords a unique detail in the clay. The uniqueness of my work I feel, is 
in the style of detail. 
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This does di�er depending on subject, as commissions to do family 
pets or family members necessitates a limited free hand to ensure 
an accurate likeness, o�-the-cu� subject matter reflects complete 
freedom of aesthetic detail, and a racehorse, for example, done a few 
years ago had to be absolute realism. I am very pleased I am able to 
move between all styles depending on subject.

“Your gi�s lie in the place where your values, passions, and 
strengths meet. Discovering that place is the �rst step toward 
sculpting your masterpiece, Your Life.” ~ Michelangelo

Everything of beauty around me inspires me. It gets me thinking 
how on earth such perfection came about. I love creating wildlife, not 
to copy but because they move me so deeply. I have evolved into 
sculpting human form but will always reflect the connection to nature, 
as we are one. 

“Gazing on beauti l things acts on my soul.” ~ Michelangelo
My sculpting road has been a long one, working on private 

landscaping jobs to raise �nds to create sculptures, hope�lly sell 
some and reinvest those �nds back in to create more. Work was sold 
by word of mouth, sometimes through galleries. A recent historically 
prominent Namibian family member became what I would deem to be 
a patron, purchasing and commissioning multiple pieces which allowed 
me to do so much more, for which I am eternally grate�l.  

I undertook a few large pieces purely to test my ability and force 
myself to think beyond mind's con�nes. Those large pieces were 
my chance at possibly selling them and allowing my growth pace to 
escalate. The most recent life-size male lion attacking a warthog is my 
most ambitious work to date, completed in clay and mould, with the 
hope that someday, someone would see its appeal and see it through 
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(right) 

Nature’s Child: “Eve”:

During a time of extreme stress, 

I created Nature’s Child - “Eve”, 

something inherently good and 

beautiful, what I perceived a child of 

nature to look like. Being ill, I found a 

space in the silence of sculpting that 

allowed my mind to settle and focus. As 

nature is perfection, �awless, beautiful, 

re�ned, serene and calming, exuding 

elegance, I chose to create a female 

persona that re�ected those qualities. 

She has a hint of a gentle 

smile, re�ective of her love and 

gentleness within and her touch, 

through an extended hand, showing 

a bond between living beings. She 

is compassionate, loving, showing 

empathy to the natural world around 

her. The bird in her hand re�ects care 

and provides a safe haven of protection 

for the fragile. The bird on her shoulder, 

wings outstretched and the squirrel at 

her feet holding his acorn, are re�ective 

of nature in a moment in time. I have 

adorned her shoulders in �owers to 

further enhance a re�ection of nature 

both fauna and �ora. A classical 

creation that I am very proud of.

Imagine a world where this level 

of compassion, thoughtfulness, love 

and empathy is the norm. She stands 

barefoot on the earth surrounded by 

oak leaves and acorns as an indication 

of oneness with the earth and of the 

earth, truly in touch with and part of 

the natural world and a little bit of the 

Cape where she was created.
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CONTACT: 
www.richardjgunston.com; gunstonrichard@gmail.com; 
richard@richardjgunston.com +27 (0)82 420 9660

The Christmas wreath originated as a symbol of Christ. It represents the crown of thorns Jesus wore 
at his crucifixion. Thus when we see a wreath this holiday, we'll remember the reason for the season.

to bronze and completion. I know that it will be my best achievement 
to date once in its completed form.

I have been fortunate to have my work in homes as far a�eld as 
London, Laguna Beach California, New Jersey USA, South of France, 
Belgium, Holland, Germany, Namibia and numerous local SA sales. 
I have been asked to immortalise deceased pets or a speci�cally 
rewarding commission to do Archbishop Desmond Tutu and a 3-year-
old family friends’ son.

I have dealt with most purchase requests personally and run my 
home and studio as my personal space/gallery for interested 
individuals to drop by. My website gives a broad view of my story, my 
work and has o�ered success, as has Facebook and Instagram. Pieces 
created vary in size from palm size to life-size. I accept commissions 
but o�en try to steer a client in a more creative direction. 

(above) 

“Serenity….Peace”: Female Bust/Dove/St Joseph Lilies

The dove represents peace, soothes and quietens worried and troubled thoughts, 

enabling us to �nd renewal in the silence of the mind. The dove’s role as spirit 

messenger, maternal symbol and liaison imparts an inner peace that helps us to go 

about our lives calmly and with purpose.

(above) 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Alexander

Commission – NGO Brussels, Belgium

(right)

“Fortitude”: Male Bust/Songbird/Olive Branch

Portrayal of strength, boldness, steadfast in belief, re�ecting outer strength of 

character, determination and focus whilst silently harbouring an inner core of peace 

(the olive branch), gentleness, love and compassion through the beauty and fragile 

spirit of the songbird.


